

















Meet the Nurses

Meet Alison Peasgood
Paediatric Diabetes Specialist Nurse

I joined Dudley as a PDSN in October 2008, having
spent the previous three years as a School Nurse.
Before this I worked as a Sister on a paediatric ward.
My mother has type 2 diabetes and that is where my
initial interest in the condition came from.

On a typical working day I can be anywhere from the
office at Netherton Health Centre, checking messages
and making follow up phone calls, to the Children’s
Ward at Russells Hall Hospital to see recently
diagnosed or admitted children. A big part of my job
is carrying out home visits to children in the area who
have diabetes. For school-age children I usually do
this first thing before they go off to school or later on
in the afternoon when they come home. During the
rest of the day I visit pre-school or unwell children
and young people. As well as home visits I also go
out to schools, nurseries and playgroups to see how
the children are getting on and to make sure staff are
updated and have the training they require.

Wednesday is clinic day at Russells Hall Children’s
Outpatient Department and this is usually very busy.
At clinic we have recently started doing the HbAlc
finger-prick blood test. The children can have the
blood test at the start of clinic and have the results
back in about 30 minutes. This saves them having to
have the test the week before and this seems to be
going well so far.

Once I get home from work I walk our dog, Homer,
and spend time with my family. As a mother of three
teenage sons and a season ticket holder at West
Bromwich Albion there is plenty to keep me busy
when I’m not at work!

sHeson

Congratulations...

to Louise Collins, Paediatric DSN, and husband
Lewis on the safe arrival of baby Ffion in
September 2008.

Louise is currently on maternity leave and we hope
she is having a good rest. We look forward to
seeing her back at work very soon.

And the Winners are...

In November 2008, members of the PDSNs team
organised a children’s drawing competition to mark
World Diabetes Day on 14th November. Children
with diabetes from all over the borough were invited
by the team to create a drawing that depicted
‘Childhood’. The categories for entry were 7 and
under, 12 and under and over 12. All entries were
displayed in the foyer at Russells Hall Hospital on
World Diabetes Day.

The entries were judged by Paediatric Consultant,
Dr. Mohite, and the winners all won a voucher;
congratulations to you all!




Forthcoming Events 2009

Thursday 23 April: 7.30pm

The Kingswinford School
Free of charge
Light refreshments provided

Living with Diabetes - A Positive View

An informal evening looking at living with
diabetes. Panellists will take questions and we
are hoping for some lively discussion.

Thursday 21 May: 7.30pm

Stourbridge Town Hall
£5.00 per ticket purchased in advance

An Evening with Carl Chinn

This well-known Historian and Radio Presenter
will be joining us for an informative and
entertaining evening.

Wednesday 17 June: 7.30pm

Landlord’s Management Suite
Merry Hill Centre

Family Support Group Meeting

An informal get-together with parents and carers
who are looking after children with type 1.

Sunday 12 July: 10.30am

Swindon Cricket Club

14th Annual Bike Ride

Join us for our fun bike ride.
10, 25, 35, 45 and 60 mile routes available

Thursday 24 September: 7.30pm

The Kingswinford School
Free of charge

Research Developments in Diabetes

Our guest speaker will inform us of all the latest
research developments.

Tuesday 20 October: 7.30pm

Venue — to be confirmed

AGM

Our Annual General Meeting

keep in touch.

Please keep us updated

It is very important to us that we have the correct name and address details for you so we can keep you updated
with our latest news and events; including your copy of the Testing Times.

If you haven’t yet registered with us, or you think your details might be incorrect, please contact a member of our
committee. You can register by post, telephone or e-mail.

Remember: being a member of Diabetes UK does not automatically mean you will get our mailings, so please
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